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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

In regard to the applicant's argument wherein " a configuration determination element 
capable of determining a configuration setting, wherein the configuration setting identifies relay, 
communication zone, standby power mode, zone-inputs , and panel address parameters. Such, 
argument is not convincing since Shdema system also is capable of the above, see the claims 
rejections for further explanation. 

1 . THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date 
of this final action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign 
country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of 
application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-7 and 11-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 

Shdema et al.("US 2002/0072816 A1"). 



Re claim 1, Shdema discloses an automation system for speaker amplirier("£faJ[& 
fiQAipaae 2f0010] line 4-5: page 1 [00021 line 5-7 and furthermore see page 2f0011] line 15-17 & 
pace 4100411 line 6-9 ") setup, comprising: a computer-readable storage medium containing a 
set of commands that implement speaker amplifier system panel setup 

functions(" /yQ.2/n2Q);iPaae 4100391 line 5-6-cpu in which comnriands are stored '): a configuration 
determination element capable of determining a configuration setting, wherein the configuration 
setting identifies relay, communication zone, standby power mode, zone-to-inputs, and panel 
address parameters (page 1 [0002,(0003] line 17-20; ; page 2[0009] sleep mode; [0011], page 
3[0029]; page 4[0038], [0042]; [0077]/for audio control over to speakers with parameters and 
sleep mode configurations), a signal source capable of transmitting command signals, based 
on the configuration setting, conforming to the command set contained on said computer- 
readable storage medium C fig.3/(140,142):page 1 [00031 line 11:fig.1/(102.104,106)& page 
4(00371: I0002V Y a speaker amplifier system panel capable of executing said set of 
commands; and a functional element of said speaker amplifier system panel capable of 
receiving said command s\Qna\sC fig.1/(114) .fig.4/(1 64,1 66-1 72):page 2(00101 line 7-8-speakers 
connect to audio management so to execute commands such as page 2(00121 line 9-13 & fig A/ 
command from(152) may be obatained at (1 74) for each speaker amplifier' '). 

Re claim 2, the automation system for speaker amplifier setup of claim 1 , wherein said 
signal source further comprises: a human interface subsystem supporting command and 
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configuration inDut(" f/a. 1/104: oaae 4100341 line 5-6: oaae 4f00371 line 3-5-enable to inputs 
commands/functions ") and display for said control processor unitr oaae 1f00041line 18-20: oaae 
2100081 line 26-30 '): a nonvolatile storage subsystem storing and retrieving data on behalf of 
said signal source unit(" paae 5f 00501 line l-IO-alwavs recall previous setting denotes 
nonvolatile memory is available and further storage unit is disclosed '): and a communications 
subsystem establishing a communication link between said speaker amplifier system panel and 
said signal sourceC f/a. 1/116:paae 4100361: page 3 line 00141 line 3-6 "), 

Re claim 3, the automation system for speaker amplifier setup of claim 1, further 
comprising: at least one speaker amplifier niQ.7/(216T ). wherein said speaker amplifier is 
capable of bidirectional digital communication with said speaker amplifier system Danel(" jpaae 3 
100141 line 9-11-detect sound from speaker & produce acoustic parameter denotes two-way 
information & further page 7f00781 and furthermore see page 2f00081 line 33-36 "): and a 
communications network connecting said speaker amplifier system panel and said speaker 
amplifier(" f/a 1/1 16:page 4f00361: page 3 line 00141 line 3-& '), said network conveying digitally 
transmitted instructions from said speaker amplifier system panel to said speaker 
amplifierf 7/a3/74Z ). 

Re claim 4, the automation system for speaker amplifier setup of claim 1 , further 
comprising; at least one speaker amplifierC ffq. 7/216 "), wherein said speaker amplifier receives 
and audibly reproduces analog audio signals (" page 1f0031 line 24-26: page 7f00721 line 7-5 "), 

Re claim 5, the automation system for speaker amplifier setup of claim 2, wherein said 
human interface subsystem further comprises: a video display, whereupon said display output 
of said configuration status display roufine can displayed (" page 5f00481line 11-14 '): a 
keyboard-type data entry device wherewith data and commands comprising keystrokes may be 
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entered ; and a mouse-type data entry device, wherewith position data and mouse-click 
commands may be entered (" page 5f00481line 74-16 "):. 

Re claim 6, the automation system for speaker amplifier setup of claim 2, wherein said 
nonvolatile storage subsystem further comprises a disk drive ("page 5[0050] line 9-11; 
fig,2/120r), interface electronicsC' ffa 1/104 "). and storage-Zretrieval-support operating system 
softwareC' paae 7r00781line 5-6:Daae IfOOOTlline 5-9 "). 

Re claim 7, the automation system for speaker amplifier setup of claim 2, wherein said 
communications subsystem further comprises a bidirectional communications port and interface 
electronics r fia.4/(108) router serve as port for two-way communication as explain in page 3 
100141 line 9-11 furthermore fig. 1/where speaker amplifierd 14) may interface with 
(102, 104, 106) via (108) and furthermore see page 2f00081 line 33-36 "YY 

Re claim 11 , the automation system for speaker amplifier setup of claim 1 , wherein said 
signal source further comprises: a command transmittal routine(" oaae 7f00701:figA/command 
from(152Y ): a system monitor routine(" page 4f0041] line 1-6:page 4100381 line 1-3:fig. 1/102 & 
furthermore fig.2/130: page 1 (00071 line 24-26 "): a system status report generator("eage 
5(00501 line 1-T )\ and a configuration status display routine for generating a display 
output(" jpaae 2(00081 line 26-31 :fig.2/(1 04, 120)-display ayailable for status configuration to be 
seen "), wherein said configuration status display is a representation of said commands and said 
system status reports(" page 4(00371 line 3& page 4(00421 line 2-6: page 5(00501 line 1-4: fig, 2/ 
status from(126) is displayed at (104, 120) for user to interface with accordingly ) . 
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Re claim 12, the automation system for speal^er amplifier setup of claim 11, wherein said 
command transmittal routine transmits a command that exerts control over said speaker 
amplifier system oanelC fia A/command fromd 52) controls(164) via(174):further see page 
8r00851line 5-10 '). 

Re claim 13, the automation system for speaker amplifier setup of claim 1, wherein said 
set of commands permits a multiplicity of command signals to be issuedr paoe 6100611 line 4- 

ri 

Re claim 14, the automation system for speaker amplifier setup of claim 1, wherein each 
command signal issued from said signal source is directed to one digitally enabled system 
devicer ffa.7/2tZ ). 

Re claim 15, the automation system for speaker amplifier setup of claim 1 , wherein said 
speaker amplifier system panel senses, interprets, executes, and replies to those commands 
from said set of commands that are addressed uniquely to said speaker amplifier system 
Danel(" paae 2100131 line 9-14:Daae 3100141 line 9-1 1 "). 

Re claim 16, the automation system for speaker amplifier setup of claim 2,wherein said 
nonvolatile storage subsystem further comprises a data backup("page 2[001 1] line 15-16; 
storage routine r oaae 5(00501 line 8-9: page 5f00471 line 5-7: page 5(00481 line 19-22'UDdate 
being done on back up data wherein said data backup and storage routine records system 
status, as generated by said system status report generator(" ffQ. 2/( 1 26, 1 20)'generate 
status(126) may be displaved(104, 120) 1. to said nonvolatile storage. 
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Re claim 17, an automation system for speaker amplifier setup, comprising: means for 
storing a set of commands that implement speaker amplifier system panel setup 
functions( Y/a.2/irt20);jpaae 4r00391 line 5'6-cdu in which commands are stored" ), means for 
determining a configuration setting, wherein the configuration setting identifies relay, 
communication zone, standby power mode, zone-to input, and panel address parameters(page 
1 [0002.10003] line 17-20; ; page 2[0009] sleep mode; [0011], page 3[0029]; page 4[0038], 
[0042]; [0077]/for audio control over to speakers), means for transmitting a plurality of command 
signals, based on the configuration setting, conforming to the command set contained on said 
computer-readable storage medium r oaae 2100081 line 8 & 21-23: fia. 1 (104) 1: means for 
executing the set of commands(fig.1 (102)); and means for receiving said command signals 
(fig.1(114)). 



Re claim 18, the speaker amplifier setup automation system of claim 17, further 
comprising means for interrogating said speaker amplifier system panel by an interrogation 
routine( 7/a. 2/-/ 26; page 5100501 line 1-3-status/interroaate l, 



Re claim 19, the speaker amplifier setup automation system of claim 17, further 
comprising means for recovering system configuration information from automated records of 
the status of a system panel maintained in nonvolatile storage med\aC fia,2/104-mean in 
recovering system info "). 
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Re claim 20, the speaker amplifier setup automation system of claim 17, further 
comprising means for visually representing information related to at least one of the identity, 
functional properties, and condition of said speaker amplifier system oaneir Paae ZfOOOdl line 
26-30: fia.2/(1 04,1 20n , 

Re claim 21, Shdema et al. discloses a method for configuring a speaker amplifier 
system Daneir /ya7-2.f/q. D . comprising: executing a configuration status acquisition routine on 
a plurality of speaker amplifiers, each of the plurality of speaker amplifiers having a unique 
addressC' paae 2f0012] line 1 1'12'detect/acauire status of speaker amplifier: oaae 3100301 line 
3-6: page 3f0031l & page 3!00291\ executing a configuration status report generator based on 
results obtained by the configuration status acquisition routiner /yg. 2/7 26;paqe 5(00501 line 
executing a configuration status display routine generating a display output that represents the 
acquired configuration status reooriC fig.2/(1 04, 12):page 2100081 line 26-31 :fig. 2/(1 04. 120)- 
displav available for status configuration to be seen "), determining a configuration setting for 
each of the plurality of speaker amplifiers, wherein the configuration setting identifies relay, 
communication zone, standby power mode, zones-to-inputs, and panel address 
parameters(page 1[0002,[0003] line 17-20; ; page 2[0009] sleep mode; [0011], page 3[0029]; 
page 4[0038], [0042]; [0077]/for audio control over to speakers with parameters and sleep mode 
configurations); generating a configuration change command (fig.1 (104)); and executing a 
command transmittal to a speaker amplifier system oanelC fig. 4/command from(152) 
controls(164) viad 74): further see page 8(00851 line 5-fQ "). 

Re claim 22, the method for configuring a speaker amplifier system panel of claim 21 , 
further comprising: executing a sequencing routine that can issue a multiplicity of command 
siQnals(" jjaqe 6(00611 line 4-T ), wherein each command signal is directed to one speaker 
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amplifier system panel and exercises at least one command function of an executable speaker 
amplifier system panel setup command routiner paae 2I0013lline 9'14:Daae 3f0014lline 9-11 1. 

Re claim 23, the method for configuring a speaker amplifier system panel of claim 21 , 
further comprising: executing a data writing and reading routinel" fia.2/(1 04, 120) "), wherein the 
data writing and reading routine records and retrieves system status data in nonvolatile storage, 
as generated by the system status report Qenera{orC fia2/status aenerator(126) is stored in 
(120Y \ 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4, The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, If the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a 
whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 8-10 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Shdema et al.fUS 2002/0072816 A1") as applied to claim 7 above, and further in view of Polan 
et al.(US 6,892,167 B2"). 

Re claim 8, Shdema et al. fail to disclose the communications subsystem further 
comprises an RS-485 bidirectional differential serial peripheral communications port and 
interface electronics. However, Polan et al. discloses a data acquisition system in which there 
exist an RS-485 bidirectional differential serial peripheral communications port and interface 
electronics(" //a.2/5Q; col.6 line 34 ") for the purpose of transmitting/receiving data. 
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Thus taking the combined teaching of Shdema et al. and Polan et al. as a whole, it 
would have been obvious for one in the ordinary skill in the art to modify Shdema et al. by 
incorporating the RS-485 bidirectional differential serial peripheral communications port and 
interface electronics for the purpose of transmitting/receiving data as taught by Polan et al. 

Re claim 9. the automation system for speaker amplifier setup of claim 7, wherein said 
communications subsystem further comprises an IEEE Ethernet, bidirectional serial peripheral 
communications port and interface electronics ( Shdema et al. "oaae 3100291 line 12: fiQ.4/(108) 
router serve as port for two-wav communication as explain in page 3 100141 line 9-1 1 
furthermore fio.l/where speaker amolifierd 14) may interface with (102,104.106) via (108) 1. 

Re claim 10, has been analyzed and rejected with respect to claim 9 respectively. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Disler Paul whose telephone number is 571-270-1 187. The examiner can 
normally be reached on 7:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Chin Vivian can be reached on 571-272-7848. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding tiie status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Infomiation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infomnation for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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